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The Story of the Men of

 Ness Bank Church


Who Died in the First World War



Notes


Servicemen who died in the First World War are recorded on the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission web site and this gives their date of death, regiment and battalion. 
In some cases the name of the parents or wife are given. If a man’s battalion was 
involved in a battle, raid or other action on the day the man died, then for the purposes 
of this book, it is assumed he died in that action. The death in action of an officer was 
normally recorded in the battalion’s war diary. Other ranks that died were not normally 
individually named in the war diary.


Where available, service records maintained by the National Archives have been used 
to help write the stories of the men. Unfortunately about 60% of the service records of 
the men who fought in WW1 were destroyed in September 1940, when a German 
bombing raid struck the War Office repository in London. This has limited the 
information available to build up a picture of some of the men.
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The Ness Bank Church War Memorial


THE VICTOR HEROES REST IN MANY LANDS

BUT HERE THE SYMBOL OF THEIR GLORY STANDS
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Introduction 

As a teenager in the 1950s, on Remembrance Sunday, I marched to the Cenotaph behind the 
Boys’ Brigade pipe band, a proud member of the 2nd Ness Bank Company. The Company was 
led by Captain Fred Riddell and our belts were polished, buckles gleaming, haversacks whitened 
and pillbox hats set at the correct angle.

At the Cenotaph we lined up with military precision. Then came the 2 minute silence. I cannot 
remember what I thought about during these 2 minutes over 50 years ago, certainly not about the 
men who fought and died in the Great War. I, and probably many of the other youngsters there, 
were looking forward, not back.

Yet, at these services there must have been men, who when they joined up to fight for King and 
Country, were not much older than I was. What were they thinking during the silence? About the 
horrors they experienced or the comrades they had lost? It must have been a poignant 2 minutes 
for them.

Moving forward nearly 60 years, it was only when I began the research into the 22 men of Ness 
Bank Church who died in the Great War did I truly appreciate the traumas, hardships and horrors 
that these men endured.  One cannot imagine the courage it must have taken to march across no 
mans land in the face of machine gun fire, or to spend hours in a trench under artillery 
bombardment.

I hope that this book will give some insight into the lives of the 22 men named on the Ness Bank 
War Memorial. It acknowledges, with belated thanks, the sacrifices that these men made.


Bill Gow

November 2018
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Ness Bank Church and the Great War 
The War Effort 

When war was declared in August 1914 the Minister of Ness Bank United Free Church was the 
Reverend John Reid. At the service on the 13th September the names of 39 men of the church, 
serving with the Fleet or in the Army or the Territorial Army were read out – 15 of them ex 
members of the Boys Brigade. By May 1915, 75 members and adherents belonging to families of 
the church were serving with the Forces. Of that, 13 families had 2 or 3 siblings serving. In August 
Ness Bank congregation was contributing to the Inverness Home for Belgian Refugees, with 
collectors calling at the homes either weekly or monthly. The Home was in Glasgow as Inverness 
was in a Prohibited Area. The Boys Brigade were involved in serving tea and coffee to troop trains 
passing through Inverness Station. 

By May 1915 the Church Halls were commandeered by the Military Authoritories to house the 
men of 2/4 Cameron Highlanders. The Mothers Meeting and The Girls’ Class met instead in the 
Church trancept, the Guild in the Waverly Hotel and the Band of Hope in the Haugh Mission Hall.

Around 200 soldiers were regularly entertained in the East Church Halls and Ness Bank helped by 
providing for the free refreshments and by arranging programmes of sacred music.

The Women’s Work Party spent all the years of the war providing comforts for the soldiers. 182 
pairs of socks, 26 day shirts, 24 night shirts, 29 bed jackets and 40 cholera belts etc were sent in 
parcels to our boys and also to central depots. The Work Party also made pillows for the Highland 
Casualty ambulance train. The parcels were gratefully received by the boys  at the Western Front 
and the following are extracts from some of their letters home:

“We have had a rather uncomfortable time with rifle grenades and trench mortars, particularly the 
former. The mortars you can see coming, and get out of the way, although you can’t get your ears 
away from the fearful crash they go off with, but the rifle grenades are different. The only warning 
you have from them is the sound something like whrrch whrrch, and right on top of that the usual 
crash. Many thanks for the socks. They are articles much in demand here. The men can’t mend 
their own, and often have no chance of washing them, consequently go through a lot. If by any 
chance you have any pairs to spare they would be welcome….” 
“I was pleased to think the people of Ness Bank had not forgotten me….” 
“I suppose you will be in Ness Bank about this time. Well, I wish I was. It is a long way to….” 
“We live in a time of great disturbance. The war has a thousand effects on life and thought which 
absorb and disturb us. The strain is not lessening but increasing. Some of us have sorrows that 
will remain. Loss has been suffered that will remain. Others of us have anxieties that are renewed 
with the light of the morning. Beyond our family absorptions there are those of the nation. Even 
though victory may come - and we believe it will come - the strain of waiting till its day dawns is 
exhausting” 
“It is pleasing to think that though I cannot be in Bonnie Inverness, That I am not forgotten at this 
time of year….. We are now part of the line which has become historic, and the scene from our 
advanced post is one of desolation. As far as the eye can reach there are wastes of shell-torn 
country criss-crossed by trenches, which was once the stronghold of the Germans. Being as we 
are so far from civilisation, there are no billets to be had. When we are not actually up the lines, we 
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live in old German dug-outs, which is far better than living under canvas at this time of the year. 
The weather is very cold, and the ground a quagmire of mud, and anything but suitable for 
stretcher-bearing. Still we are all happy but longing for the finish, hoping it won’t be long till it is all 
over and the Lord spares us all to come home safe.” 

The End of the War 
Thanksgiving Services - November 17th 1918


The following was reported in the Life and Work:

The news reached Inverness on Monday 11th November, that the armistice with Germany had 
been signed, which meant complete victory for the cause for which Britain and her allies had 
fought, and the sigh of relief that went up from the nation was followed by the song of 
thanksgiving. 

Special services were held in the Church when there were excellent congregations. The choir was 
in full strength and led the congregation finely in singing Te Deum and other suitable pieces, the 
service concluding with the National Anthem….

For four and a half years this war has been our meat and drink: it has risen with us in the morning 
and haunted our couch at night, and now when the world dares to draw its breath again life 
seems to be almost strange and unreal…. But we have no desire to gloat over the miseries and 
humiliations of the vanquished; the savage mood we leave to savage people: but we are come to 
acknowledge the Hand that hath wrought us the victory.

….We are grateful to God today that He gave us for our fateful hour great Christian statesmen, 
who had been reared in pious homes, Asquith, Grey, Bonar Law, Lloyd George, men of such 
moral elevation that they were lifted above the earthly mists of mere state-craft and could be 
guided by the far light of ideal.


Unveiling and Dedication of Memorial Tablet 

The service was recorded in the May 1921 issue of the Life and 
Work  as follows:

The Unveiling and Dedication of the Memorial Tablet to the 
memory of the Men of Ness Bank Church who gave their lives 
in the war took place at a special service on Sunday, May 1st 
when a most impressive service was held. The Memorial Tablet, 
of which a photograph appears in this issue of “Life and Work,” 
is a fine, and in some respects, unique example of the 
engravers art, and and reflects the greatest credit on the 
craftsmanship of Mr James Craik, of Messrs Medlock and Craik, 

who is a member of the Church. The design, befittingly simple, is very effective. The tablet is of 
brass, heavily coated in pure silver, with an oxidised antique finish. The rusty appearance in parts, 
that to the uninitiated might seem a blemish, is, as a matter of fact, to the instructed an effect of 
high art. The engraving has been done wholly by hand, and the inscription, border etc., are in 
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black enamel. It is manifest that Mr Craik has not only had a pride in his work, but has also found it 
a labour of love, and we are indebted to him for all the pains he has taken with it. The tablet proper 
is mounted on an oak frame made in the workshop of Messrs A. Fraser & Co., cabinetmakers, and 
will be placed permanently on the wall of the vestibule of the Church. For the service, however, it 
was placed on an easel immediately behind the communion table, and was draped with Union 
Jacks. The communion table was most appropriately and tastefully decorated with a tracery of ivy 
and white lilies, and during the service Sergeant Renton, who read one of the lessons, on his own 
initiative, placed upon it his belt and bayonet scabbard, this being the last tribute paid by a soldier 
to his comrades in arms. The lessons were read with fine expression by Lieut Colonel F. W. Sopper 
of Dunmaglass, who very readily took the place of Colonel Shewan, a member of the 
congregation, who found it impossible to undertake the duty, and by Sergeant Renton, also a 
member of the congregation. The unveiling ceremony was performed by the mother of two of 
those whose names appear on the memorial, Mrs Roderick Fraser, Westbourne, Glen-Urquhart 
Road, while the congregation stood and remained standing during the period of prayer which 
followed. A double quartette of the choir thereupon gave a fine rendition of the anthem “Brother, 
thou art gone before,” the words of which appear in another column. The address delivered by Mr 
Armour appears below, and it only remains to be added that at the close of the service the entire 
congregation took advantage of the opportunity to file past the tablet, a very fitting conclusion to 
what was felt by all to be a very solemn service. 
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War Comes to Inverness 
How did the First World War affect Invernesians? The Highlands were seen as strategically 
important during the First World War and became a Special Military Area under the Defence of the 
Realm Act, starting 25th July 1916.  Travel therefore in the Highlands was severely restricted. The 
railway station in Inverness was a major focus of security and was policed by armed soldiers. 
Anyone wishing to travel had to have a special permit and even relatives wishing to say goodbye 
to passengers had to apply beforehand for permission to enter the station. Local pass books had 
been issued to all British subjects there since August 1914 but these new visitor permit books for 
travel were more detailed. The precautions were needed because the Highland capital housed an 
important naval base and navy personnel travelling north to Scapa Flow and Invergordon passed 
through Inverness Station.

During the First World War German U-boats tried to starve Britain into surrender by cutting off 
shipping supplies from America. It was only after these submarines sunk American ships did 
America join the Allied cause. The U-boats travelled to the Atlantic on a route north of Orkney and 
so in 1917 it was decided that the United States and Britain would jointly create a minefield 
between Scotland and Norway to restrict German submarines travelling to the Atlantic. In 
February 1918 the United States Navy established a naval bases at the Carse, Inverness to 
assemble mines shipped in pieces from the United States.  The mines were landed from the 
United States at Corpach from where up to 1,500 mines a week were shipped through the 
Caledonian Canal to Inverness. The mines were assembled at the Carse, by US naval personnel, 
prior to being loaded onto American mine-laying ships. When they first arrived in Inverness the 
American sailors took over the infant department of the Merkinch School. The Naval Base at 
Inverness was established in the premises of Glen Albyn distillery, strategically placed at the end 
of the Caledonian Canal and adjacent to Inverness Harbour. Existing buildings, including the 
manager's house, were used for accommodation and the base HQ, and large structures were built 
for the assembly and storage of mines. New railway tracks were laid to allow the rapid movement 
of material across the site. That year pupils aged eight and over, from the various schools in 
Inverness were entertained in the Rose Street Hall and a large Christmas tree was erected 
covered in presents for the children. About 8,000 gifts were distributed, a treat for the children in 
austerity Britain. The Americans gave money for playground equipment for Merkinch School and 
this is acknowledged on a brass plaque in Merkinch School.  However the U.S. presence was not 
welcomed by all. The soldiers returning home from the War discovered the local girls being 
courted by the U.S. sailors. At one point there was a riot in the streets resulting in the sailors being 
confined to barracks.

At the end of the War bells rang out across Inverness. Flags were flown from the Town Hall, the 
Castle and from other prominent buildings.

The Inverness Courier reported: "When the dinner hour came round, squads of young workers 
from the railway shops, the Rose Street Foundry and munition works formed processions carrying 
flags and singing as they went. The munition girls in their khaki took a full share in the 
demonstration. In the afternoon, the American band and the local pipe band played in the streets 
which were now filled by cheering crowds. The schools being closed, the boys were free to 
celebrate the great occasion to their hearts' content and they did so in the happiest and noisiest 
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manner. When darkness had begun to set in, rockets and other fireworks banned during wartime 
were let off without hindrance and loud – almost alarming – reports were to be heard occasionally 
until a late hour. On the Exchange and at other suitable open spaces, dancing was engaged in to 
the music of melodeons. The many young Americans in the town joined in with great heartiness in 
the festivities. They are no doubt pleased with the prospect of going 'way back home’.”


War Memorial 
In 1920 a War Memorial Committee for Inverness was set up and subscriptions invited.  Various 
suggestions were made as to its form, public halls, baths, a gymnasium and even to remove the 
Forbes Fountain at the Exchange and replacing it with a cenotaph. However The Royal Scottish 
Academy advised that it should be monumental rather than merely utilitarian and that was 
accepted. By Summer 1921 the fund was standing at £2206 and eight designs for the Cenotaph 
submitted. Mr J. Hinton Gall, an architect, was successful with his design of a Celtic cross, 
flanked by two smaller Celtic crosses with a tapered dado on which the town crest and motto 
would be inscribed. Raised panels would be provided for inscriptions and the whole would be 
constructed out of ‘finest red Dumfries freestone’ and Covesea freestone. Two sites were 
proposed for the Cenotaph, one being at the end of Ardross street by the river. However the 
Committee opted for its present site at the then recently named Cavell Gardens. The Memorial  
was unveiled by Mackintosh of Mackintosh in December 1922 in front of a crowd of 5000.

The Burgh Coat of Arms is carved on the front of the plinth below the shaft of the cross, and 
below that is the inscription:


TO THE

GLORIOUS MEMORY


OF THE MEN OF THE BURGH

AND PARISH OF INVERNESS


WHO LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES

IN THE GREAT WAR


1914-1918


On the left hand side of the plinth is the inscription:


This monument is more than bronze and stone 
A people’s gratitude is here revealed 
By this for evermore our debt we own 

To those whose blood our victory hath sealed


This is now a truly sacred place 
And while the Ness reflects our native skies 

This shrine shall point for each succeeding race 
The path of duty love and sacrifice	
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On	the	right	hand	side	of	the	plinth	is	the	inscrip2on:	

THEY	FOUGHT	FOR	
KING	AND	COUNTRY	
FAITH	AND	FREEDOM	

NOR	DID	THEY	FIGHT	IN	VAIN	

Fear	not	that	ye	have	died	for	naught	
The	Torch	ye	threw	to	us	is	caught	
Ten	million	hands	will	hold	it	high	
And	Freedom’s	light	shall	never	die	

We’ve	learned	the	lesson	that	ye	taught	
In	Flanders	Fields	
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The Early Days of the  
6th Battalion Cameron Highlanders  

in the First World War 

In February 1916, during a rest period, a group of Officers wrote of their experiences with the 6th 
Camerons and these were published in a booklet titled “Souvenir Booklet of the Sixth Cameron 
Highlanders.”  All of the Men on the Ness Bank War Memorial were volunteers and would have  
experienced recruitment and training similar to that described below.

The following is a précis of that booklet.

Towards the end of August 1914, Lochiel, (Sir Donald Cameron), raised the standard of his clan, 
and announced that he would welcome recruits for a new (Fifth) Battalion of the Cameron 
Highlanders. The glamour of the kilt was irresistible and hundreds flocked to enlist in the famous 
regiment. Soon the Inverness barracks were crowded out, and for a few nights we had to sleep 
where  we could - even the distillery being brought into use. We then moved down to Aldershot, a 
long weary journey. There at Aldershot we struggled with the intricacies of squad drill. A curious 
mob we must have looked in our workaday garments with khaki conspicuous by its absence. 

Before long the news leaked out that the 5th Battalion was up to strength and that we were going 
to be formed into the 6th Battalion. On September 23, we were sent to Rushmore Bottom, a 
canvas city, about a mile and a half from Aldershot. Once installed at Rushmore we settled down 
to the routine of drill, varied by an occasional route march, and a weekly excursion to the 
swimming baths. 

About the middle of November we were sent by train to a little station called Liphook. From there  
we toiled about three miles to a camp of huts - no cook houses and no washing accommodation. 
That first nights for most of us was the coldest we had ever spent for there was absolutely no 
heating system whatever. Later stoves were installed in the huts, but it was weeks before the 
place became habitable, and when it rained the walls and roofs leaked like sieves. 

With the coming of spring we migrated to Basingstoke. Few of us had heard of the town before 
but we took it to our hearts at once, and the inhabitants, after a justifiable pause, reciprocated. 
We were told by our billeting party that dreadful rumours had been circulated about the “Scotch 
Highlanders” - so much so that the householders would hardly take us in. Soon the misgivings 
were banished  and our boys were made one of the family. 

We now entered the hardest part, battalion training. Day after day we slogged over the country-
side, meeting in the morning at a rendezvous which usually involved a preliminary march of 
several miles, and finishing about four o’clock with another few miles to go to our respective 
billets. Night manoeuvres were much favoured by those in authority during our ten weeks’ stay, 
and one has vivid memories that freezing march to Kingsclere and back, which began about 9pm, 
and finished just in time for breakfast. Less trying were the excursions to Hackwood Park, where 
we cut and carved at the flinty chalk in our endeavours to “dig-in” before daybreak. During our 
stay at Basingstoke we received our issue of kilts. With what relief did we hand in the hated 
emergency clothing. We could now “walk out” with the best of them, and mere Lowland regiments 
were made to feel that they had not a look in.
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One Monday we got our orders to leave Basingstoke and were to march, via Newbury, to the new 
cavalry barracks at Chiseldon, in Wiltshire. At the appointed hour, the Battalion paraded in front of 
the local drill hall. The streets we marched through were lined six deep. It was a tribute for which 
we were rightly proud. For our part we vowed that we would never forget the kind friends that we 
made during our sojourn. This vow was kept - kept so faithfully that a good 20 per cent of our 
letters from France were addresses to friends in that kindly town.

From Basingstoke to Chiseldon, is a distance, roughly thirty-five miles. We walked it. The first day 
we stopped at Newbury for the night. The worthy inhabitants had never seen a kilt before, and as 
we marched in they turned out in thousands to gaze on the strange sight. The next day was hot, 
and as the long afternoon wore on there were many footsloggers who were sorely tried, but at last 
we reached our new camp. Our new aboded proved on inspection to be almost palatial. 

At Chiseldon it was mainly musketry and brigade training. More pleasant though was our journey 
to see the King. We marched three-quarters of the way on the first day, bivouacked in a field over-
night, and set out early the next morning to be on time for the review. When we got there we saw 
very little of the king. He rode rapidly down the line, and the returned to the saluting base which 
we marched past. The summer was now well advanced when, one day, came news of leave, and 
in small bodies we gladly journeyed up to Scotland. Then late one Saturday night came the fateful 
message “Mobilise.” Reams of telegrams were hurriedly dispatched and for the next three days 
there was a steady stream of returning men. The following Friday the Battalion drew up for the last 
time on the parade ground, we had a few words from the C.O., who was moved to obvious 
emotion, and then we were marched down to Chiseldon Station. It was a weary journey to 
Folkstone but soon we were installed on the waiting boat. 

From Boulogne we were marched to a rest camp at Ostrohove. On the Sunday we travelled by 
train to the village of Bayenghem. From there was marched and camped until we reached 
Hesdigneul. It lay about ten miles behind the firing line, and at night we could see the sky lit by the 
glare of bursting shrapnel. After a day or two’s rest, two Companies went off to have their taste of 
the real thing and two days later the remainder of the Battalion followed suit. We were only in for 
forty-eight hours, and after we had overcome our preliminary tremors it was quite interesting.

At Maroc we had comfortable furnished houses to live in but the trench-digging, which was within 
the range of the German rifles, was quite exciting. We were all sorry when the time came to go 
and we took up our quarters in Philosophe. It was here that we had our first casualties, when 
several were struck down by German shells. From Philosophe we went to our first real spell of 
trench life, and tasted the excitement of sniping at invisible Huns. From the trenches we went 
back to Mazingarbe, a pleasant spot with plenty of shops and cafes. Then back to the trenches, 
where we did not get off quite so lightly, and out for a long rest at La Beuvriere. It was about 
fourteen miles from the trenches and life there flowed very placidly with plenty of football. There 
was an occasional jaunt in a motor lorry to the firing line which was looked on as a pleasant 
break, for it only meant three or four hours’ digging, and then a long lie in bed. Then during the 
last days of our stay at La Beuvriere we heard sounds of a violent bombardment, and one night 
there was a great red glare in the sky, which showed that part of the town of Lens was burning. 
Soon after that the Great Push was to take place on September 25 - almost exactly twelve 
months since the ragged band who were to form the 6th Cameron Highlanders marched from 
Aldershot to Rushmoor Camp.
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2nd Lieutenant Robert Oliver Baird 

107th Squadron Royal Air Force


Died 9 August 1918


Robert Oliver Baird was born on 14 June 1899 at Ardinar, Lovat Road, Inverness. His father, John 
Dunn Baird, was born c1871 in Monklands, Lanarkshire, and was a commercial traveller. His 
mother was Mary Wilson Smith and she and John married in 1898 at Inverness. By 1911 the 
family had left Lovat Road and were living at Bona Villa, Midmills Road. After leaving school 
Robert started work as an apprentice engineer with William Beardmore and Company. In 1900, 
Beardmore began construction of what would become The Naval Construction Yard, at Dalmuir in 
west Clydebank; the largest and most advanced shipyard in the United Kingdom at the time. 
Robert started working there in November 1916 while living at 2 Kitchener Street, Dalmuir. 

He left Beardmores on the 1 September 1917 and 27 days later enlisted with the 107th Squadron 
of the Royal Air Force. His medical report of 28 October 1917 classified him fit to observe but unfit 
as pilot.

Though already formed at Catterick, as a day bomber unit on 8 October 1917, No. 107 Squadron 
was not equipped with aircraft until 15 May 1918 at 
RFC Lake Down, Salisbury, when it received Airco DH.
9s, which it took to the Western Front on 3 June of 
that year. The squadron began operat ions 
from Drionville.  Its main targets were enemy airfields, 
base areas and communication lines. The squadron's 
most successful raid was made on  Saponay  on 21 
July 1918, where a large ammunition dump was hit. 
From the squadron's airfield, 20 miles away at Chailly, 
the reflection of the explosions and fire could be seen 
going on all the evening and throughout the night. On 
the 3 August the squadron moved to Ecoivres in the Pas-de-Calais region of France. It was from 
there on the 9 August 1918 that 2nd Lieutenant Robert Baird was killed aged 19. He is buried at 
Assevilles New British Cemetery.
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Sergeant Robert Darling Chisholm 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

1/4th Battalion, Machine Gun Section


Died 28 September 1915


Robert D. Chisholm was born on the 10 December 1874 in Edinburgh to David Chisholm, a die 

cutter and engraver, and Jane Darling. David and Jane were married in 1868 at Leith. Robert was 

educated at George Heriot’s Hospital School. While his parents continued to live at 3 Cochran 

Terrace, Edinburgh, Robert moved to 6 Hill Place, Inverness, employed at a commercial traveller 

selling stationary and was later appointed as manager of a stationary shop in Inverness. In 1903 

he was also involved with Watson & Senior, photographers, 6 Church Street, Inverness. At that 

time he was living at Gordon Villa, Lovat  Road, Inverness.


On the 19 February 1903 he joined the 4th Cameron Highlanders 

subsequently becoming a sergeant in the Machine Gun Section, 

having gone through machine gun and musketry training in Kent. 

At the outbreak of war he volunteered for foreign service and was 

sent to France. The 4th Camerons were involved in action at 

Neuve Chapelle, Aubers, Festubert, Givenchy, and Loos.


The Battle of Loos in September 1915 was a major British 

offensive - so much so that it was referred to at the time as 'The 

Big Push'. It took place around the town of Loos with its flat 

landscape dominated by coal bings connected to the coal mining 

of the area. On the 21 September 1915 the British bombardment of 

German positions opened and continued without break for the next three days until the morning 

of the assault. Various localised feint attacks were conducted, to persuade the enemy to man the 

forward trenches during the shelling. These ruses included the use of dummy troops, bayonets 

showing above the British parapets, bagpipes playing and men shouting. The following day there 

was a violent thunderstorm with torrential rain which flooded communication trenches and made 

artillery observation difficult. On the 24 September the leading Brigades moved forward through 

the flooded trenches to their assault positions at the front line. In many places British artillery 

failed to cut the German wire in advance of the attack. Advancing over open fields within range of 

German machine guns and artillery, British losses were devastating.  By mid-day the British 

advance had spent its momentum, and had been brought to a standstill at all points. The German 

lines had been almost but not quite shattered. 
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Sergeant Robert Chisholm



The battle raged on and on 28 September 1915 Sergeant Robert Chisholm was killed in action 

Stone Alley near La Bassee, age 39.


In a previous engagement he was mentioned by his Commanding Officer, and Major-General H. 

Watts, Commanding 7th Division wrote: “Your Commanding Officer has informed me that you 

have distinguished yourself by conspicuous bravery in the field since 19 February 1915. I have 

read his report, and, although promotion and decoration cannot be given in every case, I would 

like you to know that your gallant action is recognised and greatly appreciated.”


Sergeant Robert D. Chisholm is commemorated at the Loos Memorial.
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Private Frank Simon Dawson 

Gordon Highlanders

1st Battalion


Died 27 October 1914


Frank Dawson was born on the 25 March 1882 at the Barracks, Telford Road, Inverness. His 
father James Dawson, was born in 1839 at Dores and at the time of Frank’s birth he was the 
Quarter Master Sergeant, 2nd Battalion Cameron Highlanders, at the Barracks. His mother was 
Barbara Brown and she and James were married in 1882 at Montrose. By 1891 James had left 
the army and was working as a tailor and clothier.

In the 1901 census 19 year old Frank Dawson is recorded as a private at the Bradford Moor 
Barracks in Yorkshire. He then became a stoker in the Royal Navy but left when his time expired. 
By 1911 he was working as a waiter in a hotel in Kingussie.

At the outbreak of the Great War Frank Dawson enlisted with the 1st Battalion, Gordon 
Highlanders. The 1st Battalion was based in Plymouth with the 8th Brigade of the 3rd Division 
when war broke out in August 1914. They were immediately 
mobilised and were amongst the first to travel to the Continent as 
part of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). The Battalion sailed 
from Southhampton on the 13th August 1914, 9 days after war was 
declared and disembarked at Boulogne the following day. By the 
20th August the 1st Gordons were making their way to the Belgium 
town of Mons. There they took part in the first major engagement of 
the First World War at the Battle of Mons on 23 August 1914. Later 
that day after fierce fighting the Gordons were ordered to withdraw 
along with the rest of the B.E.F. After 3 days of marching south the 
Gordons were ordered to make a stand near the village of Cauldry, 
some 3 miles from the town of Le Cateau. There the disciplined and 
accurate rifle fire from the Gordons kept the advancing German infantry in check for several 
hours. At 3.30pm the 8th Brigade were ordered to withdraw. However in the chaos of war the 
order never reached the bulk of the Gordons. When darkness fell they had been under fire since 
6am and were now dangerously isolated. In the early hours of the 27 August, the remnants of the 
Battalion, along with stragglers from other regiments, moved south. At the small village of Clary a 
fearsome firefight broke out with German troops. After an hour, surrounded, outnumbered, under 
constant heavy fire and having sustained many casualties, the British were forced to surrender. Of 
the 700 prisoners that were taken into captivity, 500 were Gordons. Less than two weeks after 
arriving on the Continent the 1st Gordons virtually ceased to exist.

Private Frank Dawson died on the 27 October 1914, at the age of 32, of wounds he received in 
the above action and is buried at the Bethume Town Cemetery.
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Private Charles Pollock Duffy 

Royal Scots

2nd Battalion


Died 25 September 1915


Charles Pollock Duffy was born in 1884 Demster Gardens, Inverness. His father Richard Duffy, an 
Insurance Manager, was born in Larbert, Stirlingshire. His mother Barbara Pollock was born in 
Logie, Clackmannanshire and she and Richard married in 1881 in Doune, Stirlingshire. In 1891 the 
family lived at 102 Church Street and ten years later had moved to Strathallan Villa, Kenneth 
Street, Inverness. The family later moved to Haughdale, Inverness. Charles started his working life 
as an apprentice insurance clerk and in his spare time served for 5 years with the Cameron 
Highlanders Territorial Battalion.

He enlisted with the 2nd Battalion Royal Scots on the 19 March 1915, at that time described as a 
clerk, residing at the North British Hotel, Edinburgh. After training at the Glencorse Barracks in 
Edinburgh, on the 28 June he was posted to the British 
Expeditionary Force in France.

On September 25th, the 2nd Battalion Royal Scots lay in trenches in 
"Sanctuary Wood", south of the Leper/Menin Road. In front of them, 
the ground rose steadily towards Hooge, a small village, about 2.5 
miles east of Ypres in Belgium.  The battalion objectives were the 
German front line, a hundred yards away. The artillery bombardment 
started at 0350 hours, mines were exploded underneath the German 
trenches and the men advanced steadily, eventually taking their 
objectives and trying to dig in. However, the Germans then began a 
vicious counter-attack that took advantage of stalled advances on 
either side of the Battalion. The heavy bombardment prevented the 
sappers from running a communication trench to the new front lines and, by the end of the day, 
after fighting a very stiff rear-guard action, the entire Battalion was back where it started. It had 
suffered two hundred and forty-four killed, wounded and missing among its other ranks together 
with four officers killed and eight wounded or missing. 

It was during that action that 30 year old Private Charles P. Duffy was killed on the 25 September 
1915, He is remembered on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.

His parents duly received his British war Medal, Victory medal and Bronze Star 1914-15.

The family gravestone in Tomnahurich Cemetery is inscribed 

“Erected by Richard Duffy, Haughdale in loving memory of his son Pte Charles Pollock Duffy No 
20960, 2nd Royal Scots who fell for freedom and country at Loos 25th Sep 1915. Also in memory 
of my beloved wife Barbara Pollock who passed away 20th Jan 1929. Also the above Richard 
Duffy JP who died suddenly 6th April 1932.” 
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Private Donald Fraser 
2/14th London Regiment (London Scottish)


Died 15 October 1918


Donald Fraser was born on the 6 June 1887 at 61 Haugh Road, Inverness. His father 
John Fraser was born c1859 at Inverness and was a grocer. His mother Mary McGillivray 
was born c1866 also in Inverness and she and John were married in 1887 in Edinburgh. 
By 1911 John Fraser had died leaving Donald and his mother to run the licenced grocer 
shop.

Donald was a private in the 2/14th Battalion of the London Regiment (London Scottish). 
No information is available as to the date of his 
enlistment or his service record. The Battalion had 
been formed in September 1914 and were 
subsequently stationed at various locations in the 
south of England. In April 1916 the Battalion landed in 
Cork for security duties following the Irish Rebellion. 
Two years later on the 30 May 1918 they landed in 
France and, after training, arrived at a camp at 
Audruicq (10 miles from Calais) by 20 June 1918. 
Their first action of the War was at Dranoutre (7 miles 
south of Leper, Belgium) on the 20th to the 24th 
August. For the next period the Battalion alternated 
between front line duties, training and resting in 
reserve billets. On the 11 October they took over the 
front line near Wulverghen, Flanders in preparation for an attack on German lines. Two 
days later amid a considerable amount of gas shelling “all necessary preparations were 
made preliminary to attack.” The 2nd/14th Battalion War Diary records the action:

“At 05.35 hours on the 14 October 1918 the 2/14th Battalion advanced to the attack. The 
attack was carried out under cover of a creeping barrage which lifted 100 yards every two 
minutes. A considerable smoke barrage was also put down. 
The Battalion at the start met a considerable amount of machine gun fire and warm 
resistance from the defended pill boxes. The leading companies passed on however and 
the support company dealt with any pill boxes and defended localities which had not 
already been dealt with. 
The smoke barrage although making direction difficult assisted the attacking companies 
materially and considerably reduced casualties as the front wave was on the enemy before 
he had time to realise what was happening. 
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Objectives were taken by 07.35 and consolidation commenced. The barrage was excellent 
and opposition met with was chiefly machine guns from defended pill boxes. 
Casualties were about 20% of the attacking and support boys. Two lieutenants were 
wounded. 16 other ranks were killed and 43 wounded. 220 prisoners were taken and a 
large number of the enemy killed. 
15th October. 
Continued to hold line of objective which was organised in depth and pushed forward 
patrols to clear up situation at front.   
During the night of 15th/16th the enemy evacuated the area N of Lys on our front. Posts 
were established along the line Menim - Gattem cross road from which the whole of the  
River Lys could be commanded to the front. 
Patrols were sent forward to R Lys and hostile machine guns encountered firing from E 
side of river from Factories Bridge. The bridges to our front were found to have been 
destroyed. 
16th October…..” 
Donald Fraser died in the above action on the 15 October 1918 aged 30, less than a 
month before the end of the war. He is buried in Derry House Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium.
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Private Harry Urquhart Fraser 

Queen’s own Cameron Highlanders

1st Battalion


Died 11 November 1914


Harry Urquhart Fraser was born on the 9 December 1889 at Dornie Villa, Planefield Road, 
Inverness. His father, Alexander Fraser, born c1849 in Inverness, was a draper. His mother, Mary 
Mackenzie was born c1853 also in Inverness and she married Alexander in 1877 in Nairn. From 
Dornie Villa the family moved to Stafford Villa, Kenneth Street and later to Roysvale, Bellfield Park, 
Inverness.

Around the age of 17 Harry enlisted with the 2nd Battalion Cameron Highlanders and served at 
Poona, India. After nearly seven years service he left the army and worked as a postman at 
Kiltarlity, Inverness-shire. On the 24 November 1913 he joined the Inverness-shire 
Constabulary and was initially stationed at Police HQ in Inverness until 23 February 1914 when he 
transferred to Fort William. When war was declared against Germany the Cameron Highlanders 
were mobilised and as a reservist, Harry rejoined his regiment and was posted to the 1st 
Battalion. At that time they were based in Edinburgh and were immediately sent to join the British 
Expeditionary Force, landing at Le Harve, France on the 4 August 1914.

The first major action the 1st Battalion saw was the Battle of 
Nonne Bosschen which was part of the wider first Battle of Ypres. 
It was the final German attempt to break through the British lines 
around Ypres. Mounted by twelve and a half divisions from two 
German army groups it involved an attack against a nine mile 
front, stretching from Messines to Reutel.

By the middle of November both the British and German armies 
were exhausted. The main German threat on 11 November would 
come from two fresh divisions, the 4th Division and the Prussian 
Guards. These two divisions, with 10,000 men in twelve fresh 
battalions, would attack eleven tired British battalions, reduced in 
strength to around 4,000 men after three months of fighting, 
along the line of the Menin road. 

On the morning of 11 November 1914, the German attack began at 0630 with a heavy artillery 
barrage from the German guns and, as it built up to a climax, the Prussian Guards moved out into 
No Man's Land. The most successful German attack was made by the 1st Guards Brigade. They 
were advancing towards the British 1st (Guards) Brigade, containing battalions from the Scots 
Guards, Camerons and Black Watch regiments, and had around 800 men. They were 
outnumbered three to one by the Germans. The advancing Germans emerged from the mist and 
overran the British front line, in a rare bayonet attack. However, enough resistance was offered to 
disrupt the German formations. Accurate British artillery fire then isolated the German Guards, 
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preventing reinforcements from reaching them. Isolated British strong points combined with well 
aimed artillery fire then took any remaining momentum out of the German attack.

This was the last major German offensive of the first Battle of Ypres and it was during this attack 
on the 11 November 1914 that Private Harry Fraser was killed in action aged 25. He is 
commemorated on the Ypres (Menim Gate) Memorial at West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

The family gravestone in Tomnahurich Cemetery has the following inscription:

Sacred to the memory of the children of Alexander Fraser, Inverness. Gilbert born 21st Jan 1886 
died 11th June 1892. David born 29th Jan 1880 died 3rd June 1897, Laura born 24th June 1896 
died 3rd Oct 1908, Harry born 9th Dec 1889 died at Ypres France 11th Nov 1914. Alister born 
15th March 1884 died at Hilo, Hawaii 6th July 1931. And the said Alexander Fraser died 18th 
March 1932 aged 83 years and his wife Mary MacKenzie died 27th Feb 1935 aged 82 years. Also 
Frank their son died at Honokaa, Hawaii 22nd Dec 1946 aged 58 years. And Jessie their daughter 
died 30th Oct 1949 aged 71 years. Their daughter Mary born 27th April 1891 died 14th Jan 1963. 
Daughter Isobel Jane, Mrs James V Kennedy born April 1894 died 24th Jan 1962. 
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2nd Lieutenant John Fraser 

Machine Gun Corps

47th Company


Died 5 April 1918


John Fraser was born on the 8 December 1893 at 33 Argyle Street, Inverness. His father, Roderick 
Fraser, was born c1845 in Knockbain, Ross-shire. He was a public works contractor and his 
works included the Bankfoot light railway, the Dornoch branch line and the construction of a water 
supply for the town of Dornoch from the River Evelix. John’s mother was Margaret Sandison, born 
c1856 in Auchterless, Aberdeen-shire, and she and Roderick were married on the 26 April 1876 in 
Philadelphia, USA.

On their return to Scotland they lived in Hillside Cottage, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness and by 
1881 Roderick had set up his contracting business employing 24 men. From there the family 
moved to Argyle Street, then to Oakfield, Darnaway Road and finally returning to Glenurquhart 
Road at Westbourne House.

During the First World War their son John Fraser served with the 1st Battalion London (Scottish) 
Regiment as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

In 1914, all infantry battalions were equipped with a machine gun 
sections. However the experience of fighting in the early clashes of the 
Great War had proved that the machine guns required special tactics 
and organisation. On 22 November 1914 the British Expeditionary Force 
established a Machine Gun School at Wisques in France, to train new 
regimental officers and machine gunners, both to replace those lost in 
the fighting and to increase the number of men with machine gun skills. 

On 2 September 1915 a proposal was made to the War Office for the 
formation of a single specialist Machine Gun Company per infantry 
brigade, by withdrawing the guns and gun teams from the battalions. 
The Machine Gun Corps was created by Royal Warrant on October 14 
1915. It took the fittest and the best of men to try and satisfy the demand for competent young 
men to man the guns. It succeeded beyond the wildest dreams of its conception, becoming in 
two short years a model of efficiency and operational supremacy.

2nd Lieut. John Fraser was one of the officers transferred to the 47th Company of the Machine 
Gun Corps. The Company disembarked at Le Harve on the 26 April 1916 and two days later 
joined the 47th Brigade, 16th (Irish) Division. The Company saw action at the Battles of the 
Somme and the Battles of Ypres.

It is not known when or how John Fraser was wounded but it appears that he was taken to the 
Gazaincourt Casualty Clearing Station. These Stations were part of the casualty evacuation chain, 
further back from the front line than the Aid Posts and Field Ambulances. They were manned by 
troops of the Royal Army Medical Corps. The job of the CCS was to treat a man sufficiently for his 
return to duty or, in most cases, to enable him to be evacuated to a Base Hospital. The locations 
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of wartime CCSs can often be identified today from the cluster of military cemeteries that 
surrounded them.

Lieutenant John Fraser died of wounds aged 24 on the 5 April 1918 and is buried at Gezaincourt 
Communal Cemetery Extension at the Somme, France.


In May 1921 Margaret Fraser, having lost two sons in the War, was asked to unveil the War 
Memorial in the Church. 

Roderick and Margaret Fraser’s second youngest son, named Roderick after his father, was born 
c1889. He emigrated to Michigan, USA and became a banker. In 1936 he returned to Inverness 
with his wife Henrietta and presented to Ness Bank Church two stained glass windows in memory 
of his parents. They are located along the east aisle and depict the scene from Matthew XV 1-9, 
when Jesus reminds the scribes and Pharisees of the commandment “Honour thy father and 
mother”
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Sub Lieutenant William Fraser 

63rd (Royal Naval) Division

Anson Battalion


Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve


Died 27 October 1917


William Fraser was born on the 12 November 1883 at 33 Argyle Street, Inverness to Roderick and 
Margaret Fraser. His brother John also died in the First World War and an account of the family 
are given with his story on the previous pages.

At the age of 17 William Fraser was apprenticed as a civil engineer, most likely encouraged by his 
father, a public works contractor. However that career did not suit him and he became a farmer 
living at Firth View Cottage, Cromarty. On the 20 November 1912, in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Glasgow, 29 year old William married Annie Urquhart at that time living at 27 High Street, 
Cromarty.

On the 19 October 1913 William and Annie had a daughter, Alexandra Annie Humphrey Fraser, 
born at Newton House, Cromarty.

When William went off to War, Annie and her daughter moved to Burnside House, Lentran.

William Fraser enlisted with the Anson Battalion of the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division and was 

appointed a Sub Lieutenant. The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division was a 
British infantry division of the First World War. It was originally 
formed as the Royal Naval Division at the outbreak of the war, from 
Royal Navy and Royal Marine reservists and volunteers, who were 
not needed for service at sea. The division fought at Antwerp in 
1914 and at Gallipoli in 1915. In 1916, following many losses 
among the original naval volunteers, the division was transferred to 
the British Army as the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. As an Army 
formation, it fought on the Western Front for the remainder of the 
war including the second Battle of Passchendaele.

This battle was fought between 26 October and 10 November 
1917. Passchendaele Ridge and the area surrounding the village 
was defended by German troops.The assault by the Allied troops 
began at 5.40am on the morning of the 26 October 1917. The 

troops were preceded by a  rolling barrage, edging forward in lifts of 50 yd every four minutes, 
permitting the infantry to keep up while negotiating the mud. Like during previous days, it was 
raining. A few hours later, the Anson battalion of the 188th brigade took Varlet Farm, a reinforced 
German position midway between Poelkapelle and Passchendaele. The area had to be fought 
over yard by yard in the following days. The mud-bound fights east of Varlet Farm symbolise in 
miniature what the whole Third Battle at Ypres had been like. Mud in which men would sink and 
drown. Mud which clogged guns and machine guns, rendering them useless. Just over half a mile 
of territory was gained in the days that the Royal Naval Division fought at Passchendaele, at a 
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cost of 2,000 casualties. On November 6th, the Canadians were finally to take the ruins of the 
village of Passchendaele.

It was on the second day of the Battle, the 27 October 1917 that 32 year old Sub Lieutenant 
William Fraser was killed.  He is buried at Nine Elms British Cemetery.

His daughter Alexandra became a schoolteacher and in 1948 married Alexander Maclean from 
Drumnadrochit.


�26

Nine Elms British Cemetery, Belgium



Private Thomas Hogg 

Queen’s own Cameron Highlanders

8th Battalion


Died 27 February 1915


Thomas Hogg was born on the 1 November 1887 at Inverness. His father, Peter Hogg a carpenter 
and carriage builder, was born c1852 at Larbert, Stirlingshire. His mother Grace Stewart was born 
c1857 at Duthil, Moray and it was there the couple were married in 1876. They set up home in 
Gordon Terrace, Inverness and by 1891 had moved to 43 Tomnahurich Street where their family of 
10 children lived.

In 1908, at Ness Bank Manse, 21 year old Thomas, a fishing rod maker, married Annie Macleod, a 
cook/domestic servant living in at Ardchatten House, Fairfield Road, Inverness.

The couple set up home at Ness Cottage, Ballifeary Road. They had four children, Margaret Grace 
born1909, Annie born 1910, Grace Helen born 1912 and Thomas John born 1913.

On the 20 January 1915 Thomas Hogg enlisted with the Cameron Highlanders and the following 
day was posted to the 8th Camerons. The 8th (Reserve) Battalion was formed in Invergordon in 
November 1914 and moved to Inverness in February 1915.

On the 27 February 1915 Peter Hogg died, aged 28, at his home in Inverness of influenza.


�27

Thomas Hogg

Commonwealth War Graves Commission


Tomnahurich Cemetery, Inverness



Private William Johnstone 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

6th Battalion


Died 31 July 1918


William Johnstone was born on the 15 November 1880 at 7 Shore Street, Inverness. His father 
John Baird Johnstone was born c1837 at Dores, Inverness-shire and was initially a railway guard 
but later became a hairdresser and tobacconist. His mother Margaret Wood was born c1838 at 
Forres, and she and John were married in 1863 at Auldearn. The couple set up home at 20 
Douglas Row, later moving to 7 Shore Street, then to 9 Douglas Row and finally to 38 Charles 
Street. These moves were made presumably to accommodate their family of 9 children.

William Johnstone enlisted with the Camerons 6th (Service) Battalion which were formed in 
September 1914 at Inverness. They then moved to, Aldershot as part of the 45th Brigade of the 
15th (Scottish) Infantry Division. In July 1915 they mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. The 
battalion then engaged in various actions on the Western Front including the Battle of Loos and in 
1917 the Battle of Arras. 

At the end of May 1918, the Imperial German Army's attempt to strike for Paris swept over 
Soissons and its hinterland, including Buzancy. It was eventually checked by the resistance of 
various Allied forces. A counteroffensive was ordered and the initial thrust towards Buzancy was 
entrusted to the already heavily-committed US 1st Division. The American infantry were relieved in 
some haste and confusion during the night of 22/23 July by the 15th (Scottish) Division, (including 
the 6th Camerons)  which, a few days previously, had been rushed to Buzancy as insurance 
against a German breakthrough to Paris. The 15th Division's first attack northwards of Buzancy in 
the coming dawn was poorly co-ordinated, suffered badly from machine-gun fire, and had only 
limited success. Shortly after noon on 28 July 1918, the Scots, accompanied by a French 
flamethrower section, and with the support of French heavy artillery in addition to their own, 
launched a surprise attack eastwards up the slope towards the village of Buzancy.  Fierce hand-
to-hand fighting through the narrow, sloping streets ensued. Unfortunately, the Division's rapid 
advance left its flanks mercilessly exposed, the French being unable to make similar progress. As 
the afternoon progressed, a strong counterattack developed by the Germans and the Scots found 
themselves slowly being forced to give up their hard-won positions, and by the evening had made 
a fighting retreat back to where they had started. A few days later the Germans withdrew from 
Buzancy. 

As an example of the grim nature of the battle, two bodies were found in one street locked 
together, one of a German officer with revolver in his hand, the other of his victim, a Scottish 
soldier clutching his rifle with bayonet which he had run through his opponent's body.
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The commander of the relieving French division, General C. Gassoins, on establishing his 
headquarters in Buzancy, seeing the still-fresh aftermath of the attack and receiving reports of 
what had occurred, was so impressed that he ordered the immediate construction of a memorial 
to the 15th Division on the position of the soldier's body found furthest forward on the battlefield, 
in the open fields beyond the village. On its plain granite plinth is sculpted a circular bas-relief 
showing an intertwined rose and thistle, below which is inscribed (in French):


"Here will flourish for ever 

the glorious thistle of Scotland

among the roses of France” 


The 17th French Infantry Division

 to 


The 15th Scottish Infantry Division


It was during the action at Buzancy that Private William Johnstone was killed. He is buried at 
Vauxbuin French National Cemetery, Aisne, France. 




�29

Vauxbuin French National Cemetery



LANCE CORPORAL EUGENE WALTER LINLEY 

Cameron Highlanders

5th Battalion


Died 18 July 1916


Eugene W Linley was born on the 19 April 1892 at Pine Cottage. Telford Street, Inverness. The 
1901 census records him living at Muirfield Road, Inverness, with his parents Frederick Linley and 
Ellen Louise Kay. Both parents were born in England and were married in 1887 in Yorkshire. 
Frederick was the manager of a boot and shoe shop. By 1911, Frederick and Ellen Linley had 
moved to Cloverdale, Beaufort Road, Inverness while 18 year old Eugene was employed as an 
insurance clerk and boarding at 25 Ruthven Drive, Scotstoun, Glasgow.

The 5th (Service) Battalion Cameron Highlanders was formed at Inverness in August 1914 as a 
battalion of volunteers responding to Kitchener's call to arms. The Battalion was in 26th Brigade 
in 9th (Scottish) Division. From Inverness they were sent for training to Aldershot and in February 
1915 were in Bordon. The 5th Camerons embarked for France on the 10 May 1915.


Lance Corporal Linley was in 'B' Company in July 1916 when XIII Corps was committed to 
capturing the high ground at Longueval on 14 July. The attack was led by 26th Brigade with 8th 
Black Watch and 10th Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders leading, supported by 9th Seaforth 
Highlanders, with 5th Cameron Highlanders in reserve. The plan envisaged 26th Brigade seizing 
Longueval whereupon 27th Brigade would pass through to capture the dominating ground of 
Delville Wood to the north-east.
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The assaulting troops quickly fought their way into Longueval where they became involved in 
brutal close-quarters hand-to-hand action. On 15 July, with all but the northern quarter of 
Longueval in British control, the South African Brigade was moved up to capture Delville Wood. 
The Germans stubbornly defended the wood for three days defying every attempt to drive them 
out - the fighting degenerating into a hideous struggle amongst the burning and blasted tree 
stumps. At daybreak on the 18 July heavy enemy shelling which went on all day heralded a 
determined counter attack by the German 8th Infantry Division. The surviving elements of 26th 
Brigade attempted to reinforce the South Africans who held on until 3rd Division entered the battle 
to relieve the survivors on 20 July. By this time British, South African and German corpses were 
strewn throughout Longueval and Delville Wood. The situation had become quite desperate; 
German snipers made it impossible even to bring up drinking water; casualty evacuation was only 
achieved at huge risk and there was no possibility of recovering the bodies of the dead.

Lance Corporal Linley of B Company was reported missing on 18 July 1916 during this Battle. He 
is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.

Eugene’s younger brother Richard Musgrave Linley also served in the Great War, with the London 
Scottish Regiment and was wounded in April 1918 and again in October 1918 and was twice 
gassed later the same month.
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Private Joseph McAndie 

2/1st Highland (Light Infantry) Brigade

Royal Army Medical Corps


Highland Field Ambulance


Died 22 May 1918


Joseph McAndie was born on the 19 October 1892 at 16 Friars Court, Friars Lane, Inverness. His 
father was Nicholas Macandy, a private in the Cameron Highlanders. His mother Ellen McMillan a 
domestic servant. In 1901 he was living with his aunt, Miss Mary McKenzie at Charleston, 
Knockbain. It was to her that the report of his death was sent at 2 Lochness Buildings, Haugh, 
Inverness

Joseph McAndie enlisted in the Territorial Army in 1913. On the 10 April 1916 he was admitted to 
the Cottage Hospital in Hawick suffering from acute pneumonia. His medical record notes that he 
was “treated in open air”. Joseph was discharged from the hospital 16 days later. The day after 
the termination of his engagement with the Territorials he signed up, on the 7 August 1916, with 
the Royal Army Medical Corps in the 2/1st Highland Brigade.

On the 13 August 1916 Joseph embarked at Folkstone bound for Boulogne and from there he 
was sent to join the 51st RAMC General Base  Unit at Etaples.

On the 21 March 1918, 25 year old Private Joseph McAndie was reported missing, believed to be 
a prisoner of war. Two months later he died from cardiac weakness in the War Hospital at Halle 
whilst a prisoner of war of the Germans.

Joseph McAndie is buried at Halle Community Cemetery, Belgium. 
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Private John Mackenzie 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

7th Battalion, ‘D’ Company


Died 28 March 1918


John Mackenzie was born on the 27th November 1892 at 46 Kingsmills Road, Inverness. His 
father, John Mackenzie, born c1869 at Kilmorack, was a baker and confectioner. His mother Janet 
Johnstone was born c1869 at Inverness and she and John (senior) were married in 1891 at 
Inverness. the family lived at 7 Crown Street, Inverness.

John enlisted with the Cameron Highlanders, 7th Battalion, D Company.

The 7th Camerons were formed at Inverness at the end of September 1914 and then moved to 
Salamanca Barracks, Aldershot. for the first seven months of 1915 they were based at four 
locations in England, namely Liphook, Cirencester, Chisledon and Parkhouse, Tidworth. In July 
1915 they were mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. During the next two years they served 
on front line duties and took part in a number of battles as part of the 15th (Scottish) Division.

At the beginning of 1918, events had seemed to be turning the war in Germany’s favour. The 
Russian decision to seek an armistice dramatically altered the strategic situation. The Germans 
were able to transfer nearly 50 divisions to the Western Front. With its forces greatly bolstered by 
this influx, the German high command launched a massive offensive with the goal of ending the 
war before the full might of the United States (which had entered the war in April 1917) could be 
brought to bear against Germany.

The German spring offensive, which began on 21 March 1918, created the biggest crisis of the 
war for the Allies.  In Operation Michael, 60 German divisions from three armies would attack 
along an 50 mile front between St Quentin and Arras. In just five hours, the Germans fired one 
million artillery shells at the British lines. – over 3000 shells fired every minute. The artillery 
bombardment was followed by an attack by elite storm troopers. These soldiers travelled lightly 
and were skilled in fast, hard-hitting attacks before moving on to their next target. By the end of 
the first day of the attack, the British had lost nearly 20,000 dead, 35,000 wounded and 21,000 
had been taken prisoner.

Using to great effect their numerical superiority against the Allied Fifth Army, the Germans created 
a wide breach in the British front at St Quentin in the space of a few hours. Those units which 
were not dislocated made a fighting retreat through the increasing chaos amid the congested 
roads. 

To the north the Allied Third Army (of which the 7th Cameron’s were part) put up a resolute 
defence which blunted the German thrust at Arras.

In his book “The History of the Great War” Arthur Conan Doyle described the action at Arras:

The desperate German attack on 28 March spread right across the face of the 15th (Scottish) 
Division. Along the whole of the front line there was constant fighting. Never has the grand 
Scottish fibre been more rudely tested than on this terrible day of battle and never has it stood the 
strain more splendidly. General Reed’s men undoubtably saved Arras and held up at least six 
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German divisions which broke themselves on that rugged and impenetrable line, formed in the first 
instance by the 7th Camerons on the right, the 13th Royal Scots in the centre, the 9th Black Watch 
and 7/8 Scottish Borderers on the left.” 
In the afternoon of the 28 March, the Cameron trenches were again heavily bombarded, this time 
with trench mortars. It was later reported that the trenches were so flattened that it was hard to 
say where the trenches had been and the ground resembled a ploughed field. Nearly everyone in 
that sector was killed, buried or wounded. At 5.15am the Germans put down a very intense 
barrage which probably killed any Camerons left in the trench south of Cambrai Road. At the 
same time the enemy could be seen jumping from shell hole to shell hole and the remaining 
Camerons opened up with rapid fire on the enemy. With the danger of the Germans surrounding 
them and practically no officers left the Camerons had to fall back rapidly. However by 8.15am the 
7th had formed a new front line along with the 8/10th Gordons and the 6th Camerons. By this 
time there were no more than 150 men and 3 officers left in the Battalion. Nevertheless the Scots 
decided to counterattack but needed to send a message requesting artillery support. As the 
phones were out of action they turned to their carrier pigeons. The bombardment must have been 
to much for them, and it was only after a considerable amount of stone throwing that they got the 
birds to fly. The messages via the pigeons never got through and without the artillery support the 
counterattack never took place.

However the 15th (Scottish) Division held out and in his memoirs General Ludendorff, the 
mastermind of the Spring Offensive, wrote that it was the failure of the German Divisions at Arras 
that brought their big offensive to a standstill.

Lieut. Colonel Norman Macleod, C.O. of the 7th Battalion received the following from Major 
General Reed, commanding 15th Division:

My Dear Colonel, 
A hurried note tell you that, while I feel most keenly your heavy losses, I cannot sufficiently express 
to you my humble thanks for the gallantry and devotion shown by your Battalion yesterday under 
your leadership. If you have a moment let me know any detail of losses. I cannot come to see you, 
or, needless to say I would. I may say that the Corps C.O. says the Division has, it is hoped, saved 
Arras, and I know that the 7th Cameron Highlanders bore the hardest part of the fight. 

Yours ever, 
H.L. Reed 


After the Battle, when the roll was called the casualty list was; 3 Officers killed, 3 wounded and 10 
missing. Of the other ranks 1 was killed, 72 wounded and 299 missing.

Private John Mackenzie was one of the men of the 7th Camerons to be killed in that Battle. His 
body was never recovered and he is commemorated on the Arras Memorial at the Pas de Calais, 
France. 
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Private Robert Grant Mackenzie 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

6th Battalion


Died 26 April 1917




Robert G. Mackenzie was born on the 26 April 1885 at 
Scotscalder Railway Station house, where his father 
was station master at the time. His father, Donald 
Mackenzie was born c1846 at Invermorriston and was 
station master at several stations in Caithness with the 
Highland Railway Company. His mother was Jane 
Grant, born c1857 at Elgin, and it was there in Elgin that 
the couple married in 1882. After her husbands death in 
1907, Jane moved to Inverness, living at the 
Balchraggan Buildings, on Reay Street.


When he left school, Robert became a clerk with the Highland Railway Company. Seeking a more 
adventurous life Robert became an engineer in Hawaii. With the outbreak of war, Robert returned 
to Scotland to join the colours and enlisted with the 6th Battalion of the Cameron Highlanders.


The Camerons 6th (Service) Battalion was formed in September 1914 at Inverness. They then 
moved to, Aldershot as part of the 45th Brigade of the 15th (Scottish)  Infantry Division. In July 
1915 they mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. The battalion then engaged in various 
actions on the Western Front including the Battle of Loos and in 1917 the Battle of Arras. From 9 
April to 16 May 1917, British troops attacked German defences near the French city of Arras on 
the Western Front. The British achieved the longest advance since trench warfare had begun. The 
British advance slowed in the next few days as the German defence recovered. The battle 
became a costly stalemate for both sides and by the end of the battle, the British Third and First 
Armies had suffered about 160,000 and the German 6th Army about 125,000 casualties.

Private Robert G. Mackenzie was killed in action during the battle on the 26 April 1917 and is 
commemorated on the Arras Memorial. He is also commemorated on the Roll of Honour at the 
Waikiki War Memorial Natatorium in Hawaii.  
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The family gravestone at Tomnahurich Cemetery has the following inscription: 


In loving memory of Donald MacKenzie, Station Master, Achterneed who died 29th Oct 1907 aged 
60 years. Also his sons Pte. Robert G McKenzie, 6th Cameron Higrs. Killed in action at Arras 26th 
April 1917 aged 32 years. John MacIntosh who died 4th Jan 1949 aged 57 years. His wife Jane 
Grant who died 8th Feb 1949 aged 93 years. James who died 7th July 1949 aged 55 years. 
Catherine born 16th July 1892 and died 11th Feb 1976. Erected by his sorrowing widow.  
Mary Chisholm MacKenzie born 17th Aug 1890 died 1st March 1977. 
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Private John  McLellan 

Gordon Highlanders 
10th Battalion 

Died 23 March 1916 

John McLellan was born on the 26 December 1892 at Dores. His father, Donald McLellan was 
born c1865 at Lochmaddy, North Uist and was employed as a coachman and carter.  His mother, 
Isabella Fraser was born c1866 at Dores and it was there that the couple married in 1884.

By 1911 John was a 19 year old sawyer living with his parents at 1 Glebe Street, Inverness. He 
responded to the call to colours and enlisted with the 10th Battalion Gordon Highlanders.

The 10th (Service) Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders was formed in August 1914 at Aberdeen 
and then moved to Aldershot to join the 44th Brigade of the 15th Division.

After training at different locations they were mobilised for war in July 1915 and embarked for 
France. The major offensive at Loos in late September 1915 involved five Gordon battalions. The 
10th Battalion captured Loos village with a heroic charge, and captured many prisoners.

On 23 March 1916, 23 year old Private John McLellan died of his wounds at 2nd Canadian 
Hospital,  Le Treport, Normandy, France. He is buried at Le Treport Military Cemetery.
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LIEUTENANT BAILLIE CHISHOLM MUNRO M.C. 

King’s Royal Rifle Corps

2nd Battalion (Rhodesian Unit)


Died 10 July 1917


Baillie Chisholm Munro was born at Altnaharra, Sutherland, on 23 May 1884, his father William 
Munro being the innkeeper there. He was still at the Altnaharra Hotel for the 1901 census as a 16 
year old scholar, living with his widowed innkeeper mother Annie Gordon Munro nee MacLeod, his 
father William having died at Altnaharra in 1895. Some time later Baillie and his elder brother 
Donald MacLeod Munro went to Newcastle to study mining engineering.

In 1906, 22 year old Baillie emigrated to South Africa, departing Southampton for Cape Town on 
board the 'Kinfauns Castle’. Three months later he was joined by his brother Donald. The two 
brothers then headed for Johannesburg, where gold had been discovered on the Langlaagte Farm 
earlier in 1886. The brothers settled at Langlaagte Deep, and were there when it was taken over 
by Crown Mines Limited in 1909.

Within a year, Donald and Baillie had moved 650 miles north to the mines around Battlefields, 
Rhodesia, a small and inhospitable open pit gold mine, so called because the claims were named 
after famous battles. It was near here that Donald MacLeod Munro died from the bite of an eight 
foot mamba snake, on 14 November 1910. Mr A. T. Hutchinson, was with Donald when he died, 
and later wrote a detailed account of the incident to Donald's mother at Inverness. He and Donald 
had decided to explore ground seven miles from Battlefields that might be gold bearing. In an 
area of long grass Donald, who was a dozen paces to the right, shouted "Look out Hutch, snake". 
Donald, who had started to run for cleared ground, shouted "Come on Hutch, he has bitten me." 
By the time Hutch got to him, Donald  had already bared his leg and had lanced the wound 
himself. Locals called the bite of a black mamba "The kiss of death". Donald knew this, and asked 
for a piece of paper and a pencil, but as they had none, he dictated his will to Hutch. Donald 
instructed that his insurance money, and his share in the Glencairn Mine, were to go to his mother. 
His share in the Valhalla syndicate, his rifle, and his pointer dog Dandy, were to go to his brother 
Ben (Baillie). Death was slow, with  paralysis enveloping his body. Drifting in and out of 
consciousness, Donald said "Hutch, if I am going to die, I am going to die game." His last words 
were "Hutch, this is very rough on you old man", and "Goodbye Hutch, I am going", as he died in 
Hutch's arms. Hutch added a postscript to his letter "It was 3 1/2 hours before help arrived and I 
did hope that Donald would live until Ben came; but it was not to be." 

Baillie made his home about 43 miles north east of Battlefields, at Hartley, Rhodesia, now known 
as Chegutu, Zimbabwe. By 4 August 1914, when the United Kingdom declared war on Germany, 
Baillie had spent eight years in Rhodesia, and was now a Rhodesian national. Baillie packed his 
bags and sailed from Durban to London, arriving on 4 November 1914, three months after Britain 
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had declared war on Germany. He travelled as 30 year old engineer Baillie C. Munro, his country 
of last permanent residence being Rhodesia, and country of intended future residence, Scotland. 

He enlisted with the 2nd Kings Royal Rifle Corps at London on 18th November 1914 with the rank 
of Private, and after just one month of training, boarded a troopship to France on 21 December 
1914. Baillie was then promoted from Private to Lance-Corporal, and on 28 November 1915 
received his commission to temporary 2nd Lieutenant. 

The Kings Royal Rifles were in the North Maroc sector, about three quarter of a mile west, south 
west of Loos, on 30 June 1916, and had previously enjoyed four relatively quiet days while 
preparations were under way for an attack scheduled against German fortifications at a location 
known as “The Triangle”. The 2nd Kings Royal Rifles opened their artillery attack as arranged at 
9.10 p.m. At 9.15 p.m. three mines were detonated, and at 9.16 p.m. the storming column went 
over the parapet. The left column, under the command of Lieutenant Munro, remained in action 
until 3 a.m. on 1 July, when they also were forced to retreat. Losses were heavy, with 3 officers 
killed, another 2 later dying of wounds, 6 wounded, 28 ordinary ranks killed, another 8 later dying 
of wounds, 24 missing, and 167 wounded. The Battalion, having accounted for an estimated 100 
of the enemy during the action, was then relieved, returning to billets in North Maroc, en route to 
rest billets at Petits Sains that same evening, before relocating to the Somme, where a major 

offensive had commenced that same day. 

Two months after incurring injuries at the Triangle, Baillie was not only back in action, but earned a 
mention in depatches at the Somme, for his heroics at Wood Lane. In "The Annals of The King's 
Royal Rifle Corps, Vol. V, The Great War",  Major General Sir Steuart Hare describes the 9 
September 1916 attack on Wood Lane at the Somme:

"At 4:45 p.m. our artillery opened an intense barrage on Wood Lane, and at the same time our 
men went over the parapet. The assault, which was delivered with much dash, was quite 
successful on the left. Here C Company carried their objective without any great effort or much 
loss. On the right D Company was held up by machine-gun fire, and the two platoons of B 
Company who were to support the attack on this flank were also stopped. Sergeant-Major Hyde 
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was killed while endeavouring to lead forward the men of B Company. A fresh attack was 
organised on this flank. Stokes mortars and Lewis-gun fire subdued the enemy's resistance, and 
on the threat of assault the remainder of the Germans surrendered. Their machine guns and the 
teams that had fought them had been put out of action by our Stokes mortars, and by 2nd 
Lieutenant Munro's fire from a Lewis gun.” 

The Battalion lost two 2nd Lieutenants in that action, with six officers including Baillie being 
wounded, and from the other ranks there were 24 killed, 82 wounded, and 36 missing.

Baillie, preferring to be called Ben, sent a telegram to his fiancee, Isabella Fraser, in autumn 1916 
saying  "Coming home, Ben", and so he did. On 26 December 1916, he married Isabella Mary 
Fraser at her residence "Moorlands", 11 Drummond Road, Inverness, the event being witnessed 
by Baillie's brother John, a Lieutenant with the 44th Battalion Canadian Infantry, New Brunswick 
Regiment. Their mother, Annie Gordon Munro nee MacLeod, lived at "Naverton", 5 Drummond 
Road, so was a neighbour to Baillie's  wife. 
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Within seven months of the wedding both John and Baillie were killed at different conflicts along 
the Hindenberg Line, so were never to see each other again. Nor was Baillie to again see his bride 
Isabella, or  their  daughter, Minna Baillie Chisholm Munro, who was born at Inverness on 22 
September 1917. 

Lieutenant Baillie Chisholm Munro's good fortune on the battlefields finally deserted him at 
Nieuport Bains in the Flanders region of Belgium on 10 July 1917. The Sector bordering on the 
sea was taken over by the British Army (including The Kings Royal Rifle’s) from the French in the 
month of June. Lieutenant Munro was in charge of "B" Company with 2nd Lieuts. Heberden and 
Taylor. Hardly had the Riflemen taken up their position when the German artillery began to show 
considerable activity. They were to have been relieved after dark on the 10th; but at 6 a.m. the 
enemy's artillery became lively along the whole sector, and by 8.50 a.m. the fire had increased to 
an intense bombardment, which continued till 1 p.m.

Shortly afterwards, 2nd Lieut. Taylor reached Battalion Headquarters from "B" Company. He had 
been struck in the head by the splinter of a shell. The wound was pronounced "not dangerous"; 
but Taylor, naturally enough, was dazed, and only after an interval was able to mutter that his 
Company H. Q. had been blown in and that Lieut. Munro had, presumably, been buried.

Lieutenant Baillie Munro is Remembered with Honour at the Nieuport Memorial.


The above is account of the life of Baillie Chisholm Munro was researched by Paul Munro of 
Inverloch, Australia, a distant cousin.
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LIEUTENANT JOHN MUNRO 

105th Saskatoon Fusiliers


Died 10 April 1917


John Munro was born at Altnaharra, Sutherland on 27 February 
1883, to William Munro and Annie Gordon MacLeod and elder 
brother of Baillie Munro. He was an 18 year old solicitor's 
apprentice on the 1901 census, boarding at 30 Hamilton Place, 
Edinburgh, and later graduated at Edinburgh University, his name 
appearing on their Roll of Honours. John must have spent some 
time at Inverness after graduating, as he later attested to six 
months service with the Inverness Artillery. He travelled as a 23 
year old lawyer on board the 'Pretorian' departing Glasgow on 23 
March 1907 for Halifax, Canada, giving  his destination as 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. The preferred train route in 1907 would have 
been from Halifax to Montreal, then on to Toronto, from there to 
Winnipeg, and finally to Saskatoon; a journey of some 2,000 miles 
as the crow flies. Saskatoon was then in it's infancy, having grown 
from a population of just 113 in 1901, many of whom would have been members of the Toronto 
Temperance Colonization Society, who were pioneers in the district, to a population of about 
4,500 in 1906, when potash, wheat, and oil had attracted more settlers 
to the colony.

Canada and the Commonwealth entered WW1 on 4 August 1914 
and  John joined the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Forces on 26 
October 1914. 

John was discharged from the unit at Winnipeg on 25 March 1915 at his 
own request and immediately enlisted with the 105th Saskatoon 
Fusiliers. When enlisting for the second time with the Canadian Over-
Seas Expeditionary Force on 31 March 1916 at Saskatoon, he was a 
Lieutenant with the 105th, and also had five months prior service with 
the 28th Battalion Canadian Expeditionary Forces to his credit. He gave 
his address as the Standard Trust Building, Saskatoon, no doubt being his 
business premises at the time, and was a part-time Militia man, and Barrister at Law. He gave his 
place of birth as Bettyhill, Sutherland, Scotland.

On the 16 June 1916 John Munro and his unit set sail for Britain later landing at Le Havre, France, 
on 12 August, 1916. After brief Lewis machine gun training, he rejoined his unit on 9 September, 
1916 and on 5 November 1916 at Courcelette, France (about 24 miles to the north east of 
Amiens) he received gun shot wounds, to both legs and an index finger. John was released from 
the hospital at Le Tourquet, still recouperating from his injuries. He was returned to England, and 
admitted to Miss Pollock's Hospital at 50 Weymouth Street, London. It was a nursing home for 
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sick and wounded colonial officers, was affiliated with Queen Alexandra's Military Hospital in 
Millbank.

In spite of his injuries, John travelled to Inverness, and was a witness to his brother Baillie 
Chisholm Munro's marriage to Isabella Fraser on 26 November, 1916. 

John was assessed by a medical board in London on 25 January, 1917, and found to be fit for 
service, about one month earlier than anticipated. By 14 February 1917 he had rejoined his unit in 
France and the early the following month his battalion was engaged in operations against the 
Germans at Hill 145, Vimy Ridge. 

”Out of the mist," wrote the diarist for the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles, "exploded a curtain of 
fire from 983  guns and mortars." At 5:30  a.m. on Easter Monday, April  9, 1917, attacking 
battalions from four Canadian divisions crept forward behind this wall of flame and smoke up the 
gentle slope leading to the "coveted Vimy Ridge." Shells burst along a 6.4-kilometre front as far as 
the eye could see. The first artillery barrage lifted and the infantry pushed forward through 
sections of uncut barbed wire, over ground churned up beyond recognition. Close on their heels 
swept the stretcher bearers searching for the wounded. The Canadians, with guns often jammed 
with mud, faced determined German soldiers firing machine guns, rifles and revolvers at point-
blank range. It was the first time all four Canadian divisions had fought together. Intense training, 
thorough planning and coordination, superior intelligence gathering and determination carried 
Byng's Boys forward-at times through driving sleet-to take the Ridge. When the battle was over 
on April 12, there were 10,602 casualties. 


Lieutenant John Munro was killed during the attack on 
German-held Hill 145, on the afternoon of 10 April 1917 
aged 33. He is buried at La Chaudiere Military Cemetery, 
Vimy.

His Majesty the King wrote to Field-Marshall Sir Douglas 
Haig stating "The whole Empire will rejoice at the news of 
yesterday's successful operations. Canada will be proud that 
the taking of the coveted Vimy Ridge has fallen to the lot of 
her troops. I heartily congratulate you and all who have taken 
part in this splendid achievement." 
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Lance Corporal Alexander Maclennan 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

6th Battalion


Died 18 July 1917


Alexander Maclennan was born on the 5 April 1897 at Croy, Nairnshire. His father, Alexander 
Maclennan was born c1867 at Petty, Inverness-shire and was a tailor. his mother Elizabeth 
McGillivray was born c1870 at Cawder, Nairnshire and the couple married in 1896 at Nairn.

Alexander enlisted with the 6th Battalion, Cameron Highlanders. A description of the training he 
would have experienced as part of the 6th Battalion is given on page 12 of this book. In July 1915 
they mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. The battalion then engaged in various actions on 
the Western Front including the Battle of Loos and, between 9th April and 4th May 1917, in the 
Battle of the Scarpe which was part of the  Arras offensive. 

In July 1917, at the beginning of the British offensive at Ypres, groups of Casualty Clearing 
Stations were placed in readiness at three positions called by the troops Mendinghem, 
Dozinghem and Bandaghem. The 4th, 47th and 61st Casualty Clearing Stations were located at 
Dozinghem, and the Military Cemetery was used by them until early in 1918.

L/Cpl Alexander MacLennan died on the 18 July 1917 at the conflict at Ypres and is buried at 
Dozinghem Military Cemetery
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Sergeant William Urquhart Paul  

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

Ist Battalion


Died 4 September 1916


William Urquhart Paul was born on the 11 March 1890 at Boat of Garten. His father, Lewis Paul, 
was born c1863 at Rogart, Sutherland working initially as a police constable but later as a stone 
mason. His mother Isabella Urquhart was born in 1864 at Petty, Inverness-shire and she and 
Lewis were married at Culcabock in 1884. In 1891 the family were living at Kyle Street, Glasgow 
where Lewis Paul was a carter. Lewis Paul died in 1898 at the age of 35 leaving 10 year old 
William living with his widowed mother at 9 Queen Street. By 1901 Isabella Paul was living at         
1 Petoria Terrace , Inverness with her six children.

In 1908, William, aged 18, enlisted with the Cameron Highlanders on a 2 year contract. When war 
broke out in August 1914 William was working as a firemen but resigned and rejoined the 
Cameron Highlanders on the 12 November 1914. By 1916 Sergeant William Paul was in the 1st 
Battalion of the Cameron Highlanders and fighting at the Battle of the Somme. 

The Battle of the Somme, fought in northern France, was one of the bloodiest of World War One. 
For five months the British and French armies fought the Germans in a brutal battle of attrition on 
a 15-mile front. On 3 September, the Cameron Highlanders, (as part of the 1st Brigade in the 1st 
Division), attacked the Germans in High Wood. Bombers worked towards the western flank of the 
wood but a counter-attack at 3:00 p.m. by a Bavarian Infantry Regiment forced the British back to 
their start line. At 6:00 p.m. a fresh battalion advanced to the middle of the wood and reached 
their objective on the right flank but was checked in the left. An attack on the south-west face of 
the wood also reached the objective and repulsed a German counter-attack with Lewis-gun fire. 
Another counter-attack was defeated at 8:00 p.m. but the British then withdrew, except for one 
company which retired at 4:00 a.m.

Sergeant William Paul died of wounds on the 4th September 1916, aged 26 and is buried at 
Millencourt Communal Cemetery Extension.
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Captain William Sim 

Seaforth Highlanders

6th Battalion


Died 13 November 1916


William Sim’s father, also named William, was born in Inverness c1848. He moved to Dalserf, a 
small village in the Clyde Valley in 1870 where he was schoolmaster, later to become headmaster. 
He had a kindly and sympathetic nature, and was always personally interested in the progress 
and welfare of his pupils. Mr Sim retired in 1914 after serving for 45 years at Dalserf School. Mr 
Sim was Session Clerk of Dalserf Parish Church, and Registrar for the district.

Son, William, was born in 1884 at Dalserf. At the age of 26 he was a law clerk living at Castle 
Terrace, Edinburgh. He later was the organist at Ness Bank, filling in for about six months when 
the regular organist, Miss Mackintosh, was ill.

William Sim joined the 6th Scottish Rifles at the Western Front on 8th February 1916. He wasn't 
with the Battalion for long; in mid-1916 the 6th Scottish Rifles were effectively disbanded and the 
officers and men redistributed to other battalions and regiments, William Sim being sent off to the 
6th Seaforths on 9th July 1916. By November the Battalion was at Ancre making preparations for 
a major offensive. The Battle of the Ancre (13–18 November 1916), was fought by the British Fifth 
Army against the German 1st Army. The battle was the final large British attack of the Battle of the 
Somme. The 6th Seaforth Highlanders were part of the 51st Highland Division.

The War Diary of the 6th Seaforths records:

Sunday 12 November 1916. The Battalion rested all day on account of the the move to the 
trenches at night. There was a Church Parade and at night the men had a good meal. At 9.30pm 
the Companies moved off to the trenches. At this point the men were given tea and after a short 
rest each company was led to its position by a guide. By the morning of Monday 13th the 
Companies were reported in position, in time, and all the men in good form and eager. 
The Highland Division's plan was to have two brigades attacking, the 152nd on the left and the 
153rd on the right. Each brigade would put two battalions in the lead, for the 152nd Brigade this 
was the 1/8th Argylls on the left and the 1/5th Seaforths on the right, each split into four waves. 
The 6th Seaforths were to follow on in two waves across the whole of the brigade front. It was 
intended that all the battalions would advance at the same time, but would maintain a distance of 
50 paces between each wave. The battalion's part in the battle was laid down in Operation Order 
No. 26, dated 27 October 1916, which detailed many different aspects of the forthcoming battle. 
For example, under the heading 'Dress' were instructions that each man was to wear his 
greatcoat and carry four bombs in the pockets. The bombs were to be deposited during the 
advance at predetermined positions in the German line for use by the specialist bombing parties. 
Each man was also to carry two rolled up sandbags, and 50% of each wave would carry either a 
pick or shovel in the ratio of two picks to each shovel - all these being items essential for the 
consolidation of captured positions. Other instructions included the use of signal flares for 
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notifying aircraft of the positions of the advance, position of water and ration dumps, and the 
handling of prisoners of war.

In the days before the attack the weather had been atrocious and the ground had become a 
sodden mass.  At 5.45am exactly a mine exploded and the barrage started immediately. The 
infantry men rose out of the trenches and advanced across ‘no man’s land’. There was a thick fog 
on the morning and this helped with the concealment and delayed the response of the Germans. 
The progress behind the barrage was deliberate and slow. The state of the ground made it 
impossible to move quickly and the rate of advance was about 25 yards a minute. In places the 
mud was  waist deep, indeed, one of the 6th Seaforth's runners got stuck in the mud and was 
unable to extricate himself; he was stuck for five hours before being found and pulled out. Once 
the waves of 1/5th Seaforths and 1/8th Argylls had captured the German front line the 6th 
Seaforths passed through them and pressed on to the second line. Here strong resistance was 
encountered and the men became scattered. A group of men advanced toward Beaumont Hamel, 
and they reached the outskirts of the village before being driven back to the German second line 
trench by enemy machine-gun fire. Later reinforcements arrived and they were able to take 
Beaumont Hamel.

Lossiemouth born Second Lieutenant George Edwards of the Seaforths arrived at a trench 
entrance having passed through part of the British artillery barrage and with the support of just a 
few men, he called on the occupants to surrender. The Germans agreed, not realising how few 
Highlanders there were outside, and the gallant little band took charge of a large group of 
prisoners. Some minutes later a German bombing party appeared putting most of the Seaforth 
party out of action, and forced George Edward to surrender to his former prisoners. He was taken 
to a nearby dug-out which was in fact a battalion headquarters, and the German commanding 
officer offered him a drink and a view through his grand periscope. After a short time the sounds 
of rifle fire and bombs indicated that the situation outside had changed again. Edwards then 
suggested to the Germans that as they were probably now surrounded it would be prudent for 
them to surrender which, after a brief discussion they did. Second Lieutenant Edwards therefore 
took charge of his high-ranking prisoners and marched them back to the 6th Seaforth HQ. For his 
bravery, and indeed audacity, Second Lieutenant Edwards was awarded the DSO.

Despite a very hard day's fighting there was to be no immediate respite, but at least their efforts in 
consolidating the newly won position paid dividends when they were successful in beating off 
German counter-attacks through the evening and night. The battalion stayed in the newly 
captured position until relieved on the 14th. Despite now being out of the fighting they got little 
rest due to the urgent need to provide men to carry bombs forward to the battalions holding the 
front line. They were eventually relieved on the 15th and wearily made their way back to the camp 
at Mailly-Maillet, where hot baths were provided and they were made as comfortable as possible. 

The 51st Division had overcome both the incredibly strong German defences of Beaumont Hamel 
and the very difficult ground conditions. The success at Beaumont Hamel came at a cost in men's 
lives and when the roll call of the 6th Seaforths was taken the battalion had lost 5 officers and 75 
other ranks killed, and more succumbed to their wounds in the following days.

Captain William Sim was one of these men who died on the first day of the attack, the                 
13 November 1916. He was one of 14 men with no known grave and is commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial to the missing.
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Private Robert Sutherland 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders

4th Battalion


Died 18 September 1915


Robert Sutherland was born c1891 in Queensland, Australia. His parents were Alexander and 
Annie Sutherland of Queensland, Australia. It is not known what happened to his parents but 
Robert was sent to Inverness where by 1901 he was living at the Highland Orphanage on 
Culduthel Road. Ten years later 20 year old Robert was living at the Boy’s Home, 6 Charles Street, 
Inverness and working as an apprentice carpenter.

At the outbreak of war, Robert enlisted with the 4t Cameron Highlanders.

The 4th Battalion of the Cameron Highlanders had their HQ in Inverness. When war broke out in 
August 1914 the Battalion had just departed for their annual camp and were at once recalled. 
They were immediately mobilised for war and moved down to Bedford where many of the men 
died due to measles. The remaining battalion of 960 men, arrived in France on the 20th  of 
February 1915. The first major battle that the battalion took part in was that of Neuve Chapelle, 
10th – 17th of March which cost the battalion 140 casualties. Once this was over they moved to a 
different division and were called in to play a major role in the Battle of Festubert in May 1915. 
The battalion faced great difficulties during this battle and despite succeeding in its objective were 
forced to withdraw, losing 250 casualties in the process.

Their final action that year was the Battle of Loos. The Battle of Loos in September and October 
1915 was the British Army's contribution to the major Allied offensive launched simultaneously 
with the main French offensive in Champagne. The French commander-in-chief General Joffre 
considered that the numerical superiority of his army, however temporary, would be sufficient to 
bring about the decisive breakthrough. General Haig fielded six divisions despite the fact that his 
troops were exhausted by the fighting earlier that year and that his artillery continued to suffer 
from an insufficient supply of shells. 
A continuous preliminary bombardment, which showered 250,000 shells on to the German 
defences over four days, had little real effect. Before sending in the infantry on the morning of 25 
September 1915, the British released 140 tons of chlorine gas from 5,000 cylinders placed on the 
front line to make up for the ineffective artillery barrage. This was the first time the Allies had used 
the weapon, coming after the Germans employed gas to terrible effect at Ypres in April earlier in 
the year. It was hoped it would annihilate the Germans at Loos who were equipped with only 
rudimentary gas masks. However a change in the direction of the wind at several points along the 
front blew the gas back into the British trenches, causing seven deaths and injuring 2,600 soldiers 
who had to be withdrawn from the front line. However the gas attack created panic among the 
Germans and close to 600 men were gassed. Despite the setbacks caused by the wind 75,000 
British infantrymen still flowed out from the trenches when the order came.

The following account of the Battle of Loos was written by Ian Mackay of the 4th Cameron 
Highlanders.
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Our brigade was in reserve but as things were going well in front, we were told to get out into the 
open and advance across the open. This we did and soon came under heavy shell and bullet fire. 
At one point we had to lie down in extended order for nearly two hours. We had a few casualties 
but it was miraculous how we did not suffer heavily as shells and bullets were absolutely flying 
about. One shell landed in my company and knocked out several Beauly boys though not seriously 
I hope. A fellow lying next to me got a bullet, whack on his entrenching tool, which saved his life. 
McErlich’s company was in front of me and at one time I went forward to speak to him and while 
we were standing together a bullet ploughed up the ground between us. Bullets were going pat 
into the ground all round about. At last we got the order to move on and this advance was the 
finest thing I have seen here yet. It was a battle picture of the good old kind. We were advancing 
up an immense plain which sloped towards the ridge beyond which lay the village of Hulloch. All 
across the plain our troops were advancing in long lines. The air was dense with smoke and shells 
and the row was awful. On our right our artillery were galloping furiously into action in an advanced 
position on our left and I saw through the smoke a party of horsemen riding across the plain – this 
I think was the General of our division. I heard afterwards that he had gone on a long way before 
he discarded his horse. He was a fine keen man and his keenness probably cost him his life as he 
was killed by a bullet the next day. The artillery going into action was very fine – several of the 
horses and others bolted riderless across the plain but the gunners got their guns into play well 
and gave the huns hell. By degrees line after line was absorbed into the firing line, and we swept 
over the old British trench and the German trenches which had been captured that morning. 
Presently we were detailed to support at attack by the 2nd Yorkshire Regt who were in our 
brigade. By this time we had reached the quarries but the attack got hung up owing to machine 
gun fire, and the Yorks dug themselves in in front of the quarries until the guns would shell the 
Germans out of their positions. We spent two or three hours in those quarries and it was not a 
pleasant position as the Germans were shelling it heavily and in addition there was a perfect 
deluge of rain which wet us through. 
The fierceness of the fighting during the Battle of Loos was such that only 2,000 of the 8,500 
soldiers killed on the first day of the attack, on 25 September 1915, have a known grave. Despite 
these heavy casualties resulting from uncut wire, by the end of the first day the troops had 
succeeded in breaking into the enemy positions. Supply and communications problems, along 
with the late arrival of reinforcements, meant that the breakthrough could not be exploited over 
the following days. The attacks ground to a halt and by 28 September the Germans had pushed 
the British back to their starting points. The British suffered 50,000 casualties (including at least 
20,000 deaths). while the Germans lost about 25,000 men.


Private Robert Sutherland died, aged 24, on the 18 
September 1915. He is remembered with honour on 
the Loos Memorial, at the Pas de Calais, France.
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Private Walter Wilson D.C.M. 

Seaforth Highlanders

1st Battalion


Died 22 April 1916


Walter Wilson was born on the 19 June 1882 at Cullen, Banff. His father, Alexander Wilson, was 
born c1845 and his mother, May Lawson, was born 1842, The couple married in 1866 at Rathven. 
Moray. May  died in 1886 at the age of 44, followed two years later by Alexander, aged 43. Six 
year old Walter was sent to the Highland Orphanage, Culduthel Road, Inverness. By the age of 18 
Walter was working as an upholsterer with the Highland Railway Company and living at the 
YMCA, on Castle Street. By 1911 he had moved to lodgings at Queensgate Court.

At the outbreak of war Walter enlisted with the Seaforth Highlanders, initially with the 2nd 
Battalion but later with the 1st.

The 1st Battalion of the Seaforths, which had been serving in India, landed at Marseilles in 
October 1914 for service on the Western Front. It saw action at the Battle of Aubers Ridge in May 
1915. The battalion then moved to Mesopotamia in December 1915. At that time in Mesopotamia 
the British forces, comprising mainly of Indian regiments, pushed up the Tigris hoping to take the 
city of Baghdad, but was repulsed by a Turkish contingent. The British army then withdrew back 
down the river until it came to the small town of Kut, which it entered, planning to rest up and wait 
there for reinforcements to arrive. The town of Kut, 50 miles south of Baghdad, lies in a curve of 
the Tigris and proved to be a trap for the British. The pursuing Turkish army were then able to lay 
siege on the town. 

The siege dragged on for 147 days, with the town's people and defenders suffered increasing 
hardships as food rations dwindled. There were several battles to relieve the besieged town but 
they were unsuccessful. A pioneering air drop of food and ammunition also failed. The attacks on 
Kut and the counter-attacks were relentless, and casualties were high, with 23,000 British army 
men killed or wounded during the siege. General Townshend surrendered to the Ottomans on 
April 29th 1916. Around 13,000 soldiers were taken prisoner, many dying in captivity. 

The 1st Seaforths took part in the battles to relieve Kut and it was there on the 22 April 1916 that 
Private Walter Wilson was killed. He is remembered with honour on the Basra Memorial, Iraq.
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A Son of the (Ness Bank) Manse 
Denys Whitehorn Reid 

Denys Reid was born in Dundee on 24 March 1897. His father was the Rev John Reid, Minister of 
Ness Bank Church from 1904 to 1917 when he died in office after an illness. His mother was Clara 
Whitehorn, from London.

Denys Reid joined the London Scottish in Oct 1914, and was commissioned into the Seaforth 
Highlanders in Jan 1915. He volunteered for active service as a Trench Mortar officer, winning his 
first Military Cross at Ploegsteert Wood on 19 Jan 1916. The citation for this award reads:

For conspicuous gallantry when commanding his battery in an exposed position for four hours 
under very heavy fire. When one of his gun detachments was disabled, he worked the gun himself 
and successfully cut the enemy's wire. 
He took part in the Somme offensive and was wounded at Thiepval on 7 July 1916. He rejoined 
the 7 Seaforth Highlanders, seeing further action at Arras and Passchendaele, where he was 
wounded again. On 23 March 1918 he was awarded a bar to the Military Cross  for a rearguard 
action across the Canal du Nord at Manancourt. The citation for this award reads:

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in action. When ordered to cover the withdrawal 
he handled his company with the greatest skill and brought it back across a canal bridge in good 
order, in spite of a very heavy machine-gun fire. 
Three weeks later he was awarded the  Distinguished Service Order  for a strenuous attack at 
Wytschaete. The citation in the London Gazette reads:

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led his company with great dash in the face of 
machine-gun fire, and on entering, the outskirts of a village captured singlehanded fourteen 
enemy, and assisted in the taking of five machine guns. On the following day he consolidated and 
held a position with a mixed body of troops, short of officers and N.C.O.'s. He always set an 
example of coolness and courage and was to the fore in all the actions in which his battalion took 
part. 
After the war Reid served in India with the Mahratta Light Infantry and was was promoted to 
Captain in 1920. Fourteen years later he was promoted Major and completed a tour of duty in 
Peshawar and the North West Frontier. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War Reid took part in the East African campaign. In 
November 1940 he was made acting lieutenant-colonel and took part in the Battle of Keren. For 
his part in this action Reid was awarded a bar to his Distinguished Service Order. The citation 
reads: 
During the Keren operations, from the 15th to the 26th March 1941, Lieut-Colonel Reid’s battalion, 
the 5th Mahratta Light Infantry, carried out two highly successful attacks on which, to a 
considerable extent, was dependent the completeness of the victory won. The first attack was on 
the feature known as the “Pinnacle”, a precipitous strongly held hill which formed the outer 
bastion of the Brigade’s objective, Fort Dologorodoc. In spite of the immense natural strength of 
the enemy’s position, which was also wired and carefully prepared for defence, the Mahrattas 
stormed the hill with remarkable dash and determination. 
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On 23 October 1941 Brigadier Reid was given command of 29th Indian Brigade and saw action in 
Egypt and Iran. He attacked the deep desert oasis of Jialo on 24 November, capturing it after an 
all-day battle. For this action he was awarded the CBE. The citation reads:

At the outset of the campaign, Brigadier Reid was responsible for the capture of Jialo. This 
entailed a difficult and arduous cross-country march, followed by an equally difficult and 
hazardous attack, the success of which was of extreme importance to the general plan. 
Throughout all these operations Brigadier Reid’s qualities, as a Brigade commander in war, of the 
highest class, were clearly demonstrated by the confidence he inspired in those whom he 
commanded, and by the results he achieved. Due to his unswerving determination, inspiring 
leadership and military efficiency, Jialo was captured with very small loss. Subsequently his 
Command advanced into Cyrenacia and took an important part in the operations. 
On 28 June 1942 he was captured when his brigade was overrun in a rearguard action at the Fuka 
Pass during the withdrawal to Alamein. He spent sixteen months as a prisoner of war in aPOW 
camp in Italy eventually escaping with two other Brigadiers through the British 8th Army  lines at 
Cassino on 9 November 1943.

In 1945 Major-General Reid took part in the Spring Offensive  for which he received the CB and 
the United States Commander, Legion of Merit in 1948. The citation for this latter award reads:

The White House, Washington 17 August 1945. 
Citation of Legion of Merit; Degree of Commander 
Major-General DW Reid, CBE, DSO, MC., British Army, performed outstanding services as 
Commander of the 10th Indian Division from 1 April 1944 to 2 May 1945. At the start of the Spring 
Offensive in Italy, his Division held the key position on the extreme left flank of the British Eighth 
Army and on the right flank of the United States Fifth Army. The security of these flanks had to be 
assured for the success of the offensive. This was accomplished in a signally skilful manner by 
General Reid, enabling other units to push swiftly forward. The 10th Indian Division went on to play 
a decisive role in crossing the Sillard and  Idice Rivers against some of the most expert German 
troops, keeping pace with the tremendous rate of advance of the 15th Army Group in the Po 
valley. In subsequent operations south of the Po valley it again distinguished itself in a containing 
role. The 10th Indian Division's accomplishments in both holding and offensive assignements, and 
its ability to change quickly from one to the other, were the direct result of General Reid's expert 
planning, tactical knowledge, and splendid manoeuvring of the troops under his command. 

Major General Reid retired on the 12 July 1947 at the age of 50 and died in 1970. He is buried in 
Tomnahurich Cemetery along with his parents. The gravestone inscription reads:


In loving memory of 

The Rev John Reid MA, Minister of Ness Bank Church, Inverness 


and formely of Milnathort and Tay Square Church, Dundee 

who passed away on the 31st July 1917. 

And Clara Elizabeth Whitehorn his wife 

who died 1st May 1929 aged 71 years. 


Their younger son 

Maj. Gen. Denys Whitehorn Reid, CB, CBE, DSO, MC 


died 28th Nov 1970 aged 73 years. 
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